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>> CONFERENCE PURPOSE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE
• Promote the mutual understanding of the contributions families and providers bring to the lives 

of young children; 
• Challenge thinking about diversity and disability; 
• Increase family and provider effectiveness through new skills, strategies and ideas to ensure 

high quality services;
• Enhance understanding of the unique strengths and needs of each family; 
• Foster partnerships among families, service providers, agencies and sponsors to ensure 

coordinated services in local communities; 
• Promote networking and coalition building around early childhood issues; 
• Promote evidence based practices in early childhood education;
• Enhance the lives of families and their children through the use of information and technology. 
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Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI
Teresa Davenport 
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Susan Sandall, Ph.D.  
Private Consultant
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Early Childhood Development Association 
of Washington (ECDAW)
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Developmental Disabilities

2018 CONFERENCE CHAIR
Maryanne Barnes
Birth to Three Developmental Center 
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The Infant and Early Childhood Conference 
encourages a wide range of presentations 
and activities. The information presented 
represents the viewpoints of the speakers and 
exhibitors and is not necessarily endorsed or 
shared by the conference organizers 
or sponsors.
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FridayThursdayWednesday
5/2 5/45/3

8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Registration Desk Open

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Pre-Conference Sessions (Attend 
one preconference session)

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Lunch

7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Registration Desk Open

8:30 am - 10:30 am
Welcome and Keynote

10:30 am - 5:00 pm
Conference Session TFD

10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Conference Session A

12:30 pm - 1:15 pm
Lunch and Vendor Shopping

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Conference Session B

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Conference Session C

8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Registration Desk Open

8:30 am - 11:00 am
Conference Session D

11:15 am - 12:30 pm
Late Morning Keynote

12:30 pm - 1:15 pm
Lunch and Vendor Shopping

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
Conference Session E

3:15 pm - 4:30 pm
Conference Session F

>> CONFERENCE SCHEDULE AND SESSION REMINDERS
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ADDITIONAL SESSION INFORMATION:
• On the IECC conference website - http://www.ieccwa.org - you will find more detailed session 

descriptions including learning objectives and presenter bio information. Just click on the 
“Conference Program” tab. 

• Some session sizes are limited. Classes are filled on a first-come, first-served basis.  
• The “Who Should Attend” statement following each session is a suggestion.  The recommendation 

is provided by the presenter and is a guide for who will most benefit from the information. That 
being said, it should only be considered a guide and anyone may register for any session.

• Some sessions are intended for “Intermediate” audiences and are denoted as such in the program.
• Some sessions require an additional materials fee. That fee amount and materials included with 

the fee are listed at the end of each description. 

SESSION HANDOUTS:
The IECC conference does not provide paper handouts for conference sessions. If you are interested in 
printing off the handouts and bringing them with you to the conference, please visit our website www.
ieccwa.org and under each session in the conference program will be a link to available handouts 
provided by the presenters. We highly recommend you download handouts to electronic devices in 
advance of arriving at the conference. While you may be able to access the complimentary WiFi onsite, 
historically the service has been very slow. 



OPENING REMARKS
HEATHER MOSS, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF EARLY LEARNING

As Director, Heather provides both day-to-day operational oversight 
and strategic direction for DEL. During the next year, DEL will be 
balancing between continuing the important work we do for children 
and families, and prepping our staff, our programs, and our customers 
for the July 2018 transition into the newly-created Department of 
Children, Youth, and Families. Heather will work with the DEL leadership 
team and Secretary Hunter to ensure the transition planning and 
implementation are successful.
 
Prior to joining DEL as the Deputy Director in 2014, Heather was 
Deputy Director at Child Care Aware of Washington for four years, 
where she helped lead the successful statewide roll-out of Early 

Achievers, Washington’s Quality Rating and Improvement System. Heather has previous experience 
in Washington State government, serving nine years as a research analyst with the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review Committee and another five years as both a budget and policy analyst for the 
state Office of Financial Management.
 
Heather has a Masters in Public Administration from the University of Washington, Evans School of 
Public Affairs, and a BA from the University of Montana.

>> THURSDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

THURSDAY KEYNOTE PRESENTERS
DYLAN AND DEREK VOLK, UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

Derek is the author of the internationally acclaimed Amazon 
best seller, Chasing the Rabbit: A Dad’s Life Raising a Son on 
the Spectrum. Derek is a Maine businessman, supporter of Au-
tism awareness, volunteer and philanthropist who, along with 
his family, was recently named the 2015 Spurwink “Humanitar-
ian of the Year.” He is currently the president and co-owner 
of Volk Packaging Corporation, a third generation, family 
owned, corrugated box manufacturer in Biddeford, Maine. 
Derek actively participates on the Maine Business Leadership 

Network (BLN), a national organization that focuses on connecting employers with potential employ-
ees who have disabilities. His own company currently employs those who are deaf, blind and on the 
autism spectrum.

Dylan, after years of what his parents called “the diagnosis of the month club,” Dylan was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s Syndrome at the age of eight. Life has always been challenging for Dylan. When he 
was little, he struggled with how to learn the rules and follow directions that often did not make sense 
to him. As he got older, he was challenged, especially socially, by a world that often seemed to go 
too fast for him to keep up. Even today, Dylan works hard to figure out what he needs to do in order 
to get through each day as a 26-year-old adult in a very fast-paced society.

Dylan graduated from Scarborough High School in 2010. Dylan is currently living in Los Angeles pursu-
ing his goal of earning a living making people laugh.  He has produced a series of satirical videos for 
his YouTube channel and has created a significant following with almost 100,000 views to his YouTube 
videos, over 1,000 subscribers and more than 15,000 followers on Instagram. He also had his own ra-
dio show, “Ridin with Dielawn.”
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FRIDAY KEYNOTE PRESENTER
BARBARA STROUD, CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION FOR INFANT MENTAL HEALTH

Barbara Stroud, PhD is a renowned trainer, consultant, author, 
cofounding organizer & president of the California Association for Infant 
Mental Health, and an experienced graduate level faculty member. 
She holds endorsement as an Infant and Family Mental Health Specialist/
Reflective Practice Facilitator Mentor, in California and membership 
in the Academy of ZERO TO THREE Fellows. Dr. Stroud is the author 
of ‘How to Measure a Relationship: A practical approach to dyadic 
interventions’, ‘Intentional Living: finding the inner peace to create 
successful relationships’ and a contributing author to the text ‘Infant and 
early childhood mental health: Core concepts and clinical practice’ 
edited by Kristie Brandt, Bruce Perry, Steve Seligman, & Ed Tronick.

Dr. Stroud is particularly passionate about the unique needs of children 
of color in the mental health and foster care systems. She has an impressive history of working 
across infant and early childhood systems to infuse reflective and culturally mindful practices from a 
developmental perspective while holding the healing influence of relationships at the core.

>> FRIDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER

>> TRAINING REIMBURSEMENT
The Department of Early Learning (DEL) offers cost reimbursement for training taken from state-
approved trainers in Washington. Professionals who currently work in child care facilities licensed or 
certified by DEL can access this opportunity through their MERIT professional record.

Application guidelines for state-approved training reimbursement:
• You must have a professional record in MERIT with a STARS ID.
• You must be currently employed in a DEL licensed or certified facility, in an eligible employment 

position. You must have this information recorded and confirmed or verified in your MERIT 
professional record. See information below for eligible employment positions and how to have 
your information confirmed or verified.

• You may only apply one time per fiscal year (July 1 – June 30).
• You may apply for up to $250 for your training reimbursement. This can include any combination of trainings.
• Trainings must be taken from an organization that meets the requirements of DEL (IECC fulfills 

requirements to offer WA STARS credit and annual continuing education).
• Approved training must have been taken within the previous 12 months.

How to apply for a state-approved training reimbursement:
1. Sign in to your MERIT professional record at merit.del.wa.gov 
2. Go to the “Applications” tab and select “Training Reimbursement”
3. Follow the steps to confirm your personal information – this is important because a check will be 

issued to the address listed in your professional record.
4. Continue to select trainings for which you would like to be reimbursed. MERIT will display all eligible 

trainings, and you can select as many as necessary to reach the maximum $250 reimbursement 
limit. You will be prompted to confirm your choices if you select any amount less than $250, just to 
be sure you are requesting the full amount available to you as you may only apply once per fiscal 
year (July 1 – June 30).

5. Sign and submit your application. You will receive an email as confirmation and your 
reimbursement will arrive in the mail*. MERIT tracks your state-approved training history for you. This 
means you do not need to submit proof of completion or any receipts in order to receive your 
training reimbursement.

The Department of Early Learning is proud to support ongoing professional development efforts. If you 
have questions, please contact MERIT support services by calling 1.866.482.4325, option 8 or 
email merit@del.wa.gov
6 | #IECC2018



>> PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS AT A GLANCE
You may choose to participate in one preconference session. It will be the full-day and is an intensive 
training. The session will emphasize in-depth practical skill building opportunities. You may register for 
the preconference day only or you may register for the preconference as part of the two or three-day 
conference package. 

>> 9:00 am - 5:30 pm | PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS

PRE01 The Keys To Learning: Assessing The Strengths And Needs Of Young Children With Sensory Disabilities 
(Vision And Hearing)

PRE02 Addressing Challenging Behaviors In Early Learning Settings: Strategies That Work

PRE03 The DIR Model: Understanding the Model, Impact of the Child’s Sensory Profile & Motor Planning Abilities on 
Relating & Communicating

PRE04 Mitigating The Effects of Toxic Stress and Trauma in Children 6 and Under
PRE05 Compassionate Parenting
PRE06 Introduction to Infant Mental Health
PRE07 Using AAC Strategies to Support Language & Social Development in Early Intervention Settings
PRE08 Building and Sustaining Effective Teams
PRE09 Foundational Equity Training
PRE10 How To Make Food Fun When It Is Hard To Eat!

PRE01: THE KEYS TO LEARNING: ASSESSING THE STRENGTHS AND NEEDS OF YOUNG CHILDREN WITH 
SENSORY DISABILITIES (VISION AND HEARING)
• Presented by: DeEtte Snyder, MS, Washington State School for the Blind, Kristin Ching, MA, Center for 

Childhood Deafness & Hearing Loss, and Nancy Hatfield, PhD, Washington Sensory Disabilities Services
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Ongoing Measurement of Child Progress
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All
• Note: This is an Intermediate session. 

This presentation will explore appropriate assessment procedures and tools to understand the 
true abilities and learning needs of young children who are blind or visually impaired, deaf or 
hard of hearing, or deaf and blind. Young children who have vision and hearing concerns should 
be not only be assessed the area of visual or hearing abilities, but also all areas of development 
with regards to how their sensory modality may impact learning. Often children with sensory 
differences are inappropriately assessed as their vision and/or hearing are not addressed prior 
to or during evaluation/assessment procedures. This procedure may invalidate assessments and 
results in an intervention plan which does not focus on the true abilities or needs of the child. This 
interactive workshop will explore these challenges in assessing young children with vision and 
hearing differences, focusing on screening for vision and hearing issues; developing an appropriate 
assessment plan through use of specialized tools or appropriate adaptation of existing tools; and 
including the sensory specialist on the evaluation team.

>> WEDNESDAY | PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS

#IECC2018 | 7



PRE02: ADDRESSING CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS IN EARLY LEARNING SETTINGS: STRATEGIES THAT WORK
• Presented by: Gina Dobberstein and Barbara Matlock, University of Washington - Haring Center
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Therapists, Interested Professionals

If you are new to this presentation, it is a great introduction - if you have come before, come again - 
new videos and a deeper analysis of assessment and treatment. DIR /Floor time is the developmentally 
appropriate, relationship based approach to treatment. This workshop will focus on using the DIR) 
Model with young children with disorders in relating and communicating. Rosemary will share, from her 
professional perspective, assessment and treatment of the child, addressing each child’s functional 
emotional levels of development (regulation and attention, mutual engagement, purposeful interaction 
with gesture and problem solving, elaboration of ideas and building bridges between ideas.

PRE03: THE DIR MODEL: UNDERSTANDING THE MODEL, IMPACT OF THE CHILD’S SENSORY PROFILE & 
MOTOR PLANNING ABILITIES ON RELATING & COMMUNICATING
• Presented by: Rosemary White, OTR, BS, Pediatric Physical & Occupational Therapy Services 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Therapists, Interested Professionals
• Note: We are offering a second full-day of training (by this presenter) on this topic.

If you are new to this presentation, it is a great introduction - if you have come before, come again - 
new videos and a deeper analysis of assessment and treatment. DIR /Floortime is the developmentally 
appropriate, relationship based approach to treatment. This workshop will focus on using the DIR) 
Model with young children with disorders in relating and communicating. Rosemary will share, from her 
professional perspective, assessment and treatment of the child, addressing each child’s functional 
emotional levels of development (regulation and attention, mutual engagement, purposeful 
interaction with gesture and problem solving, elaboration of ideas and building bridges between ideas.

This workshop will examine the sensory modulation continuum of sensory registration and response 
to stimuli and how it influences behavior, attention, impulse control, postural control, motor control 
and functional skills. The workshop will also examine the child’s motor planning, the core capacity 
necessary for sequencing interactions with people and objects, as well as building bridges between 
ideas and abstract thought. This workshop will cover the comprehensive assessment, including the 
FEAS (Functional Emotional Assessment Scale), to provide a baseline for understanding the child’s 
sensory profile, to guide treatment and to provide parent coaching. Through the use of videotape, the 
workshop will cover DIRtm in practice, moving through the developmental levels with longitudinal case 
presentations of DIRtm in a variety of environments. 

PRE04: MITIGATING THE EFFECTS OF TOXIC STRESS AND TRAUMA IN CHILDREN 6 AND UNDER 
• Presented by: Mindy Davis, MS, Children’s Home Society of WA 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

Young children have unique developmental needs making them particularly vulnerable to the 
effects of toxic stress and trauma. It is essential that we as professionals understand the impact 
of toxic stress and trauma on early childhood development and work to mitigate their effects to 
positively change the trajectory to overall healthy development. This presentation will contain the 

>> WEDNESDAY | PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS
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most recent research on the impact of toxic stress and trauma on brain development and provide 
a framework for understanding the consequences of toxic stress and trauma on children’s cognitive, 
social, and emotional development. This presentation will explore ways to support young children’s 
healthy overall development and treatment framework for young children who have experienced 
toxic stress and trauma.

PRE05: COMPASSIONATE PARENTING 
• Presented by: Paul Figueroa, AA, Peace Enforcement LLC 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups, Adults
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Interested Professionals

In this session, we will discover what Compassionate Parenting looks like. There will be a conversation 
about how it starts with us being compassionate to ourselves and see the positive results that 
parenting this way can achieve. Learn the roadblocks, hurdles and challenges that often prevent this 
kind of parenting and discover ways to move through them so you, and your children, win! You’ll also 
discover the impact that a child’s self esteem has on their choices, now and in the future. Parents 
learn ways to recognize when their children forget who they are and learn effective strategies to 
support them to remember their truth; that they are amazing, wonderful smart, capable and loved. 
You’ll leave with new skills, tools and ways to support your children!

PRE06: INTRODUCTION TO INFANT MENTAL HEALTH
• Presented by: Virginia Buccola-Tournay, DNP/Doctor of Nursing Practice, NCAST Programs/UW 

School of Nursing 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

In this workshop, those interested in Infant Mental Health will learn earn about toxic stress and the impact 
of stress on the developing child. We will also cover Attachment Theory and how the attachment 
relationship impacts infant and toddler behavior, how infants and toddlers communicate non-verbally; 
and there will be practice observing. Finally, we will discuss factors that contribute to sensitive parenting 
and some essential features of sensitive parenting practice.

PRE07: USING AAC STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT LANGUAGE & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN EARLY 
INTERVENTION SETTINGS
• Presented by: Tanna Neufeld, MS, CCC-SLP, Seattle AAC 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Therapists, Interested Professionals, Students

This pre-conference session will explore practical strategies to assess and address the supported 
communication needs of children in the earliest stages of communication development. Lecture, 
discussion, video learning, and hands-on practice will be used to emphasize how multimodal AAC 
strategies can be utilized to support developmental goals across domains and environments. 
Challenges to the process of shaping language through AAC strategies –such as those posed by delays 
or differences in engagement, attention, and sensory regulation-will also be addressed and potential 
solutions provided. Attendees will explore a full range of no tech, low tech, and high tech AAC solutions 
and discover how these tools can collectively be used to create a true communication “system” for 
early communicators. Content will not only explore symbolic AAC solutions, but will also emphasize how 
more sophisticated and conventional non-symbolic communication forms can be shaped through the 
scaffolding process by supportive communication partners within natural learning experiences. Take-
home materials and online resources for further learning will also be provided.

>> WEDNESDAY | PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS
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PRE08: BUILDING AND SUSTAINING EFFECTIVE TEAMS
• Presented by: Greg Abell, BA, Sound Options Group, L.L.C 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Effectively meeting the developmental needs of children and families is a complex task. It is 
dependent on individuals with diverse expertise and experience working together to address 
complex challenges. Ongoing success is built around creating team structures that will support this 
complex work while maintaining these structures. In this seminar we will:
• Review the current research on building and maintaining effective teams
• Identify strategies for building and maintaining structures that support team effectiveness, and
• Identify skills that support shared learning as a team in support of creativity and innovation.

PRE09: FOUNDATIONAL EQUITY TRAINING
• Presented by: Benita Horn, BA, Renton, WA, Wendy Harris, MA, Early Intervention Program 

Manager, Susan Tripp, and Barbara Yasui, MEd, REACH Center for Multicultural Education 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

This is a cornerstone two-day course developed with staff in King County to promote our learning 
about equity and strengthen our capacities to provide equitable, culturally and linguistically relevant 
services for children and families. The workshop integrates “head, heart and hands” approaches 
to self-reflection, growth and change for staff, leadership, families and community partners in all 
stages of their journeys. Topics include: Multiple Perspectives, Culture, Identity Development, Working 
with Young Children and Families, Implicit Bias, Microagressions, Institutional/ Structural Racism 
and Taking Action. A brief overview of King County’s Birth-to-Three Equity Initiative and the work 
towards strengthening equitable access, services and outcomes across agencies will also be shared. 
Participants are asked to commit to both full days.

PRE10: HOW TO MAKE FOOD FUN WHEN IT IS HARD TO EAT! 
• Presented by: Gay Lloyd Pinder, PhD, Children’s Therapy Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Healthcare Staff, 

Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee.

This one day basic workshop is designed for therapists and early educators who are working 
with toddlers and young children who have oral motor and sensory issues that interfere with their 
development of and interest in eating. We will begin with a foundation of development that 
connects the mouth with the rest of the body and then move to treatment ideas, the “how to’s” 
of this process. Throughout the day we will address each other’s “what if’s?” as we share therapy 
experiences and problem solve together.
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>> 10:30 am - 5:00 pm | CONFERENCE SESSION TFD
TFD01 DIR Model: Day Two
TFD02 Birth-to-Three Foundational Equity Training-Day Two
TFD03 Responding to Adverse Childhood Experiences with Strengthening Families

>> 10:30 am - 12:30 pm | CONFERENCE SESSION A
A03 Autism in the Workplace: A Real Life Account
A04 The Significance of Emotional Engagement on Development and Learning
A05 Promoting Family-Centered Practices: Evidence-based Strategies for Early Intervention Services
A06 Adding Math to the Classroom: Using Board Games to Teach Preschoolers Early Numeracy Skills
A07 Art for Discovery for Toddlers and Children with Special Needs
A08 When You Hear the Song, Sing Along: The Benefits of Music for Language Development
A09 What’s in a Name: A Parent and Provider Perspective on Diagnoses
A10 Little Scientists: Supporting STEM Skills in Young Children
A11 Making Space for Everyone in a Foster Child’s Life: Practical Ways to Connect
A12 Classroom Conversations: Bodies, Brains, Behavior
A13 Parent Partnerships
A14 It’s the Little Things We Do Together That Make This World a Little
A15 Engaging Families in the Child Outcome Summary (COS) Process
A16 Vision Isssues Impacting Development & Learning Birth to Five

>> 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm | CONFERENCE SESSION B
B03 Purposeful Engagements: Supporting Young Learners With Meaningful Interactions and Intentionality

B04 Race and Ability Talk in Preschool: Using Video as a Tool to Promote Inclusive Classroom 
Communication

B05 Big Feelings: Using Children’s Literature to Talk about Emotions in Preschool
B06 “Labels” in Special Education: What’s in a Diagnosis?
B07 Promoting Inclusion and Equity in Preschool Classrooms
B08 Brilliantly Bilingual: Growing Up With Two Languages
B09 Supporting Positive Behavior During Mealtime
B10 The Joys and Challenges of Working with Toddlerss
B11 Implementing the Pyramid Model with Home Visits
B12 Potty Training 101
B13 Everyday Brain Science
B14 Next Steps: Finding Support When You Exit Birth to Three
B15 Department of Children, Youth, and Families
B16 CAPD and ANSD: A Basic Overview

>> THURSDAY | SESSIONS AT A GLANCE



>> THURSDAY | SESSIONS AT A GLANCE
>> 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm | CONFERENCE SESSION C
C03 The Role of Language in Establishing a Foundation for Infant and Toddler Cognitive Development
C04 Creating a Language Rich Preschool Classroom
C05 Guided Story-play: Ways of Bringing Dramatic Storytelling into the Classroom
C06 Environmental Modifications: A Little Change Makes a Big Difference
C07 Putting a Face on the Absent Father
C08 Obtaining Services for Children with Special Needs: A Fathers Perspective
C09 “I do it!” Embracing Challenging Behaviors and Social Emotional Growth in Toddlerhood
C10 Beyond Diversity: How Visual Representations inform Equitable Practices in Early Childhood Settings
C11 Creating A Connected Caring Village: Innovation Brings the Pieces Together
C12 Family Resources Coordinator Networking
C13 Applied Behavior Analysis and Early Childhood Education: Demystifying Treatment
C14 Starting Strong: Infant Mental Health Endorsement
C15 CDHL Family Nights: Coming Together Benefits Us All – a panel presentation of families and professionals

C16 Literacy Instruction for Young Children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

>> THURSDAY | TFD SESSIONS | 10:30 am - 5:00 pm
TFD01: DIR MODEL: DAY TWO
• Presented by: Rosemary White, OTR, BS, Pediatric Physical & Occupational Therapy Services 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Therapists, Interested Professionals

This is an intermediate workshop - see PRE02 for the introductory course. Participants should have a 
proficient understanding of the (DIR) model. In this session, we will provide more case presentation and 
group interactions to discuss the Relationship, and the way the Individual Profile is important in how we 
tailor our interaction in the relationship to promote the Functional Emotional Development of the child.

There will be lots more videotape which will cover DIRtm in practice, moving through the developmental 
levels with longitudinal case presentations of DIRtm in a variety of environments. It will include the work of 
other professionals i.e. Speech and Language, Mental Health, Education and others.

TFD02: BIRTH-TO-THREE FOUNDATIONAL EQUITY TRAINING-DAY TWO
• Presented by: Benita Horn, BA, Renton, WA, Wendy Harris, MA, Early Intervention Program Manager, 

Susan Tripp, and Barbara Yasui, MEd, REACH Center for Multicultural Education 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

This is a cornerstone two-day course developed with and for Birth-to-Three staff in King County to promote 
our learning about equity and strengthen our capacities to provide equitable, culturally and linguistically 
relevant services for children and families. The workshop integrates “head, heart and hands” approaches to 
self-reflection, growth and change for staff, leadership, families and community partners in all stages of their 
journeys. Topics include: Multiple Perspectives, Culture, Identity Development, Working with Young Children 
and Families, Implicit Bias, Microagressions, Institutional/ Structural Racism and Taking Action. A brief overview 
of King County’s Birth-to-Three Equity Initiative and the work towards strengthening equitable access, services 
and outcomes across agencies will also be shared. Participants are asked to commit to both full days.
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>> THURSDAY | TFD SESSIONS | 10:30 am - 5:00 pm
TFD03: RESPONDING TO ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES WITH STRENGTHENING FAMILIES
• Presented by: Debbie Peterson, BS, Because it Takes a Village, and Holly Wyrwich, N.E.A.R. Speakers 

Bureau
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All, Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Healthcare Staff, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, 
Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

The Strengthening Families Protective Factor Framework and Approach from the Center for Study 
of Social Policy offers those who touch the lives of children and their families a lens for viewing and 
planning opportunities to support children and families.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION A | 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
A03: AUTISM IN THE WORKPLACE: A REAL LIFE ACCOUNT
• Presented by: Dylan Volk, High School, Self employed
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult 
Educators

Dylan Volk is co-author of Amazon best selller, Chasing the Rabbit. He is a 26-year-old who has gained 
and been fired from almost 40 jobs. In this fascinating presentation Dylan will walk you through some of 
his experiences in the workplace with incredible honesty, amazing insight and entertaining humor. He 
will explain what managers could have done differently to assist him, how seemingly simple interactions 
can be complicated communication for someone on the spectrum, and how one can actually get 
fired BECAUSE of their disability. Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Dylan’s story!

A04: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT ON DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING
• Presented by: Keith Pentz, MA, Kaplan Early Learning Company
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: All

Emotional engagement that stems from loving and caring interactions, the creation of relationships, 
and a stimulating environment has a direct and significant impact on a young child’s development 
and learning. The shaping of a “mind” and how the child will respond to life events is forever guided 
by the touches, gazes, caresses, cuddling, language, songs, and playful experiences during the first 
years of life. The society of tomorrow is being held in our arms today!
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION A | 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
A05: PROMOTING FAMILY-CENTERED PRACTICES: EVIDENCE-BASED STRATEGIES FOR EARLY INTERVENTION 
SERVICES
• Presented by: Angel Fettig, PhD, University of Washington, with Shawna Harbin, M.Ed., College of 

Education, University of Washington 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Therapists, Home Visitors, Trainers, 

Adult Educators

Research has documented the impact family-professional partnerships have on family and child 
outcomes. The presenters will guide participants in understanding benefits and barriers to family-centered 
practices in early intervention context. Participants will learn effective and strength-based strategies to 
collaborate with families to support young children with disabilities.

A06: ADDING MATH TO THE CLASSROOM: USING BOARD GAMES TO TEACH PRESCHOOLERS EARLY 
NUMERACY SKILLS
• Presented by: Clarissa Alfes, BA, University of Washington, with Kristen Missall, PhD, University of Washington 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: All

In this session we will discuss using board games to teach preschoolers math through a naturalistic 
approach during center time and play. We will provide an overview of early math milestones and 
typical numeracy skill development. We will present the research-based evidence that supports 
math learning through structured board game play. The Great Race Game, modified Chutes and 
Ladders, and other early numeracy games including dice, dominoes, and puzzles will be introduced. 
Participants will have the opportunity to practice administering instruction during hands-on board 
game play. Session participants will learn how to design and implement board game learning into 
preschool classrooms, and will walk away with a range of new applications for incorporating math 
into preschool learning, scripts for board game intervention delivery, and resource handouts.

A07: ART FOR DISCOVERY FOR TODDLERS AND CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
• Presented by: Heidi DeVries (bio), MA, CCAC - Olympia 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Interested Professionals, Students
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee. Materials Provided: Handouts- Art activities and recipes 

book

Do you ever feel like your art time is not what you want it to be? Do you or the children end up 
getting frustrated with projects? Are you just out of fresh ideas? This training is designed to help 
early learning professionals better understand why art is important, identify what type of art is 
developmentally appropriate for young children and children with special needs, and discuss great 
ways to implement and display children’s art in the child’s environment. You will leave with ideas for 
art projects that provide children with fun opportunities for discovery and learning.
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION A | 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
A08: WHEN YOU HEAR THE SONG, SING ALONG: THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC FOR LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
• Presented by: Nichole Bosas, MA, Listen and Talk
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Home 

Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

There is ample research that music is beneficial to a child’s brain development and more specifically 
a child’s auditory skills, speech production and language development (Ling, 2012). For the past 6 
years, Listen and Talk has been holding Music and Movement classes for children and families where 
we teach listening and spoken language through music. While this program has been a success, we 
continue to critically examine how we can expand/evolve to better meet the needs of the children 
and families we serve. Join us to discuss how music can enhance a child’s listening and spoken 
language skills, review the lessons learned from our own music program, and identify ideas to expand 
the use of music in your own program/service delivery to better serve more children and families with 
diverse backgrounds.

A09: WHAT’S IN A NAME: A PARENT AND PROVIDER PERSPECTIVE ON DIAGNOSES
• Presented by: Rachel Nemhauser, BA, Arc of King County, with Laura Kneedler, M. Ed, Northwest Center Kids
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: All

A dynamic and thought-provoking conversation about the impact of diagnosis on family and child, as 
well as a look at diagnosis through the lens of equity and diversity.

A10: LITTLE SCIENTISTS: SUPPORTING STEM SKILLS IN YOUNG CHILDREN
• Presented by: Marley Jarvis, PhD, Institute for Learning & Brain Sciences, with Amelia Bachleda, 

PhD, University of Washington
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, Home 

Visitors, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

Children are like scientists: they naturally use the process of inquiry to build theories about the way the 
world works. In this session, we will discuss some recent research that shows us just how alike children 
and scientists actually are! Participants will learn developmentally appropriate ways to support 
children’s emerging skills in STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. In addition, we 
will discuss strategies for incorporating inquiry into the classroom and other work with young children.

A11: MAKING SPACE FOR EVERYONE IN A FOSTER CHILD’S LIFE: PRACTICAL WAYS TO CONNECT
• Presented by: Katie Biron, BS, At-home Mother, with Alicia Shafer, MA, Kindering 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

In an overburdened system, there are simple methods for connecting parents and foster caregivers 
in order to support the well being of children placed in foster care and improve the experience 
for everyone involved in a child’s life at this crucial time. The benefits of having safe, efficient 
communication between the many people involved in a foster child’s care are demonstrated 
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through research and practical experience of families. Through this presentation, we hope to 
demonstrate how easy it can be to meaningfully connect the various parties in a foster placement 
and the benefits that connection can bring to child well-being, placement stability, and much more!

A12: CLASSROOM CONVERSATIONS: BODIES, BRAINS, BEHAVIOR
• Presented by: Stacy Lutz-Ovies, MA, Buncombe Partnership for Children 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

Are you frustrated with misbehavior in your class? Have that one child that makes you sweat all morning? 
Feel like you spend your whole day putting out fires? Come have a candid conversation about what 
we know about child development, developmental milestones, and child behavior. We will discuss how 
this knowledge can help you better navigate what’s happening in your early childhood classroom and 
beyond. You will leave with specific strategies to apply to your classroom and share with others!

A13: PARENT PARTNERSHIPS
• Presented by: Debbie Jackson, Birth to Three Developmental Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Family Resources Coordinators, 

Interested Professionals

This session will give family members attending the conference the opportunity to meet other family 
members, share resources and experiences. This session will also include a special guest speaker that 
will inspire families in their role as parents of special needs children. This will be a fun interactive session 
with fun giveaways and a special parent luncheon following the presentation.

A14: IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS WE DO TOGETHER THAT MAKE THIS WORLD A LITTLE
• Presented by: John Farrell, MA, Bridges of Peace and Hope
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All
• Note: This session has a $25 materials fee. Materials Provided: It’s the Little Things CD Season of 

Light CD Working Together CD

Sharing Songs, sign language, movement and storytelling activities you’ll acquire materials and skills 
to promote kindness, empathy, respect and early literacy learning.

A15: ENGAGING FAMILIES IN THE CHILD OUTCOME SUMMARY (COS) PROCESS
• Presented by: Tammy McCauley, BS, Department of Early Learning, with Debbie De La Fuente, 

MA, Department of Early Learning
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals

The purpose of this session is to teach you strategies to increase your comfort engaging families in the 
Child Outcome Summary (COS) process.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION A | 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION A | 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

B03: PURPOSEFUL ENGAGEMENTS: SUPPORTING YOUNG LEARNERS WITH MEANINGFUL INTERACTIONS 
AND INTENTIONALITY
• Presented by: Keith Pentz, MA, Kaplan Early Learning Company
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, Home 

Visitors, Interested Professionals, Students

This session addresses working with all infants and toddlers (both typically and atypically developing) 
by using specific interactions and program decisions that directly impact and relate to creating 
relationships, meet any curriculum/program goals and objectives (STEM/STEAM), work in any 
schedule, support innovative practice, and demonstrate how to “get it all done” in a busy day. Lots 
of brain-compatible learning strategies.

B04: RACE AND ABILITY TALK IN PRESCHOOL: USING VIDEO AS A TOOL TO PROMOTE INCLUSIVE 
CLASSROOM COMMUNICATION 
• Presented by: Margaret Beneke, PhD, University of Washington
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5, Age 5 through 8, Adults
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult

The purpose of this interactive session is to allow participants to examine how reflexive video analysis 
can be used as a professional development tool to support preschool teachers in facilitating 
ability and race talk with young children. Drawing on data examples from a multiple case study, 
I will pursue a dialogue with participants about the potential of using video to raise teachers’ 
discursive awareness of classroom ability and race talk, increase child initiated communication, and 
promote inclusive teacher-child interaction in community-based settings with children from diverse 
backgrounds. To this end I will lead participants in discussion of the following topics: (a) inclusion, 
participation, and reflexive video analysis; (b) examples of reflexive video analysis in supporting ability 
and race talk in classroom practice; and (c) applicability of reflexive video analysis in participants’ 
EC/ECSE contexts.

A16: Vision Issues Impacting Development & Learning Birth to Five
• Presented by: Alan Pearson, OD MEd PhD, Private Practice, and EYE Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: All

In the Fall of 2017 all WA State schools were mandated to include near vision screening in addition to 
distance. But many Vision Issues impacting a child’s development and learning ideally should have 
been found and addressed earlier in the birth to five range. This presentation sorts out the important 
vision issues to screen for and the best age to find and refer. It discusses how important it is for 
professionals to share a common message when communicating to parents about the importance 
of vision in development & learning, and how and when pediatric eye exams by optometrists or 
ophthalmologists are best completed.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION B | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
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B05: BIG FEELINGS: USING CHILDREN’S LITERATURE TO TALK ABOUT EMOTIONS IN PRESCHOOL
• Presented by: Kathleen Artman Meeker, PhD, University of Washington, with Shawna Harbin, M.Ed., 

College of Education, University of Washington, William White 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Interested 

Professionals, Students
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee. Materials Provided: Each participant will receive 2 

paperback books they can use in their own classrooms.

Preschool is a time of big emotions, and children’s literature is a powerful tool for helping children 
recognize and deal with emotions. In this session, participants will learn how to create opportunities 
for social-emotional teaching in almost any children’s book. Classic and new children’s books will 
be highlighted and participants will practice building emotional teaching into their everyday book 
reading practice. Participants will walk away with a new book and a plan for supporting children’s 
emotional development.

B06: “LABELS” IN SPECIAL EDUCATION: WHAT’S IN A DIAGNOSIS?
• Presented by: Rachel Nemhauser (bio), BA, Arc of King County, with Jennifer Wiechert (bio), 

M.Ed., Private 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

A presentation and professionally facilitated conversation on Special Education Law: Evaluation & 
Eligibility, and the emotional and practical implications of a “Diagnosis.” 

B07: PROMOTING INCLUSION AND EQUITY IN PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS
• Presented by: Rebecca Chin, BA, 1987, with April Boyce, BA, Cultivate Learning, Megan Rupert, 

BA, Experimental Education Unit 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

This presentation will explore inclusion and equity in early childhood classrooms. First, we will examine 
and reflect on our own identities as well as those of our students. Second, we will introduce methods 
for embedding inclusive and culturally relevant practices into classroom environments and routines. 
Finally, we will make an action plan to promote inclusion and equity in our own classrooms. 

B08: BRILLIANTLY BILINGUAL: GROWING UP WITH TWO LANGUAGES
• Presented by: Amelia Bachleda, PhD, University of Washington, with Marley Jarvis, PhD, Institute for 

Learning & Brain Sciences 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

Children are born primed and ready to learn language – even two or more. This presentation 
examines young children’s amazing capacity to learn multiple languages. Participants will learn the 
fundamentals of how children learn language, how learning multiple languages influences brain 
development, as well as the cognitive benefits of bilingualism. Participants will come away with 

>> THURSDAY | SESSION B | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION B | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
fundamental knowledge about the latest research on dual language learning as well as strategies 
and resources on how to support children who are dual language learners. 

B09: SUPPORTING POSITIVE BEHAVIOR DURING MEALTIME
• Presented by: Yevgeniya Veverka, MEd, Mealtime Matters 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: All

Feeding challenges such as picky eating, food refusal, and inappropriate mealtime behaviors are very 
common in young children, especially in those with special needs. This presentation will discuss behavioral 
management techniques that can lead to more successful, pleasant mealtimes. We will discuss how to 
effectively use reinforcement, shaping, chaining, and other techniques to increase appropriate mealtime 
behaviors such as sitting at the table, self-feeding, and being flexible with food presentations. 

B10: THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES OF WORKING WITH TODDLERS
• Presented by: Linda Crisalli, Post Grad Certificate, Crisalli Training and Consulting 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers

This workshop will delve into the joys and challenges of working with young children - ages one to three. 
We will cover interacting with toddlers; supporting physical, cognitive/language and social emotional 
development; and dealing with challenging behaviors, including tantrums, separation anxiety, and biting.

B11: IMPLEMENTING THE PYRAMID MODEL WITH HOME VISITS
• Presented by: Mackenzie Weintraub, MA, Clackamas ESD 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, 

Trainers, Adult Educators

Find out how Clackamas ESD has implemented the Pyramid Model framework to support children’s 
social/emotional development with the Early Intervention Home Visiting team. The presentation looks at 
the implementation and assessment tools adopted by the program and both the individual coaching 
and group coaching models used to support Home Visitors. Participants will also learn how Clackamas 
ESD has increased parent involvement through the use of PIWI (Parents Interacting with Infants) groups. 

B12: POTTY TRAINING 101
• Presented by: Barbara Hudson, MA, Sorenson Early Childhood Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers

Come learn the ‘Pee Pee on the Potty’ song! This class is designed for both teachers and parents 
of children with or without developmental delays, including autism. This is a practical, behavioral 
approach of teaching children the potty routine to maximize potty training success. Come away with 
an overview of the potty training process and clear steps for home or school implementation. 
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B13: EVERYDAY BRAIN SCIENCE
• Presented by: Devon Love, BA, Public Health - Seattle & King County 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

Vroom is an initiative that empowers parents and caregivers to play a proactive role in their children’s 
early brain development. Brought to us by the Bezos Family Foundation, Vroom is based on the latest 
brain development research and was designed to layer onto existing routines, taking the science 
and making it actionable. In this presentation on Everyday Brain Science, the King County Vroom 
Activation Manager will highlight the work of several neuroscientists and child development experts, 
and focus on the three key scientific principles behind Vroom: 1) positive adult relationships; 2) back-
and-forth interactions; 3) executive function life skills. In addition, we’ll go beyond the science to talk 
about how it relates to parents and the role they play in a child’s life and share examples for ways 
that organizations have integrated the Vroom initiative into their programming and physical spaces.

B14: NEXT STEPS: FINDING SUPPORT WHEN YOU EXIT BIRTH TO THREE
• Presented by: Doreen VanderVort, BA, WA PAVE, with Jill McCormick, PAVE 360 Military Family Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Family Resources Coordinators, 

Interested Professionals

This workshop is practical information and education about how to prepare for the transition out of 
birth to three services. We will cover tips for maintaining DDA eligibility, accessing local community 
supports, personal advocacy, coordinated medical services, and the medical home model.

B15: Department of Children, Youth, and Families
• Presented by: Frank Ordway, MPA, Department of Early Learning 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Discuss the transition to DCYF and give updates on the current state.

B16: CAPD AND ANSD: A BASIC OVERVIEW
• Presented by: Nancy Hatfield, PhD, Washington Sensory Disabilities Services, with Emma Packard, 

MA, Washington Sensory Disabilities Services 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Sometimes a child has normal hearing or a mild hearing loss, but is not developing speech/language 
as expected or has trouble “listening,” especially in certain situations. The problem may lie beyond the 
middle or inner ear. Distortion caused by damage to the auditory nerve, or differences in the way the 
brain recognizes and interprets sound (especially speech), may be to blame. What’s going on, and 
how do we figure it out?

Join us in a basic overview of two conditions, central auditory processing disorder (CAPD) and auditory 
neuropathy/dyssynchrony spectrum disorder (ANSD), which can cause varying degrees of puzzling 
hearing/listening behaviors in young children. We will present ideas for sorting this out as well as 
strategies that can help the child, pending a formal diagnosis—which might take years to get or never 
be possible due to the nature of the testing required and/or because the child’s disabilities preclude 
testing. Because of our background working with children with complicated histories and diagnoses 
(including deaf-blindness), our case story examples will focus on children with multiple disabilities.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION B | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION C | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
C03: THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE IN ESTABLISHING A FOUNDATION FOR INFANT AND TODDLER COGNITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT
• Presented by: Keith Pentz, MA, Kaplan Early Learning Company 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: All

As language and communication abilities develop with an increasing understanding and use of 
vocabulary and other means of sharing information, infants and toddlers begin to create neural 
and cognitive links that lead to concept and memory formation, self-control, empathy, a sense 
of self, and other critical information retention. By providing infants and toddlers with lots of verbal 
stimulation through books, songs, stories, fingerplays, rhymes, games, and other interactions and 
communication along with eye gaze, cuddling/holding, noticing, etc., the very young child can 
and will become proficient in processing information and ultimately learn about his or her world, the 
environment, relationships, and other significant aspects of life.

C04: CREATING A LANGUAGE RICH PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM
• Presented by: Yana Zhaglina, BA, Hearing, Speech & Deaf Center, with Caitlin Lavey, BA, Hearing, 

Speech & Deaf Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Therapists, Interested Professionals

We all know that the preschool years of a child’s life are critical for literacy and language 
development, but how do we ensure that we are supporting these students the best that we can 
in the classroom? Come learn how this team of two SLPAs work together to create a language rich 
environment in a preschool setting. Whether you teach English language learners, children with 
speech and language delays, or typically developing children, we welcome you to come learn 
some techniques you can start implementing in your classrooms right away!
Presenters Yana Zhaglina, BA SLPA, and Caitlin Lavey, BA SLPA, both serve as co-teachers at the 
Ned Behnke Speech-Language Preschool in Seattle, WA. The populations served are children ages 
3 to 5 years old with and without a speech or language delays in an inclusive classroom. This unique 
preschool has an emphasis on speech, language, and literacy development and is currently piloting 
a new outreach program.

C05: GUIDED STORY-PLAY: WAYS OF BRINGING DRAMATIC STORYTELLING INTO THE CLASSROOM
• Presented by: Chelsea LeValley , BFA, foundry10 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8, Adults
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Interested 

Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

In this hands-on workshop, participants will be exposed to dramatic arts based pedagogy 
designed to inspire creative, physicalized engagement with literature. The presenter will provide 
accompanying research and resources to support the accessibility of future implementation in the 
classroom.
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C06: ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATIONS: A LITTLE CHANGE MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE
• Presented by: Cayla Morimoto, MEd, NW Regional ESD, with Julia Logsdon, Kindering, Molly Poole, 

M.Ed., Kindering 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Home Visitors, Family 

Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals

Children of all abilities come with many ideas, interests, preferences, and learning styles. We as 
educators, caregivers, and families need to use what we have to meet those unique styles. This 
presentation will give attendees a foundation on modifications to the environments for children 
of all abilities. Additionally, we will provide data based examples to support the argument for why 
these are valuable in any classroom. Examples of classroom modifications could include: materials 
adaptation (slant boards and spring loaded scissors), environmental supports (visuals, schedules), 
peer and adult supports, using child preferences, simplifying activities, and invisible supports (giving 
the child the last step in an activity).

C07: PUTTING A FACE ON THE ABSENT FATHER
• Presented by: Marvin Charles, Divine Alternatives for Dads Services (DADS) 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

More than half of males in reentry face the difficult barrier of reentering family relationships and 
regaining a positive co-parenting role. Issues include known and unknown child support debt, no 
parenting plan, and confusing legal orders. This breakout will share processes and results from 14 
years overcoming these “collateral consequences”.

We will use video and first-person stories to illustrate how a grassroots, urban organization Divine 
Alternatives for Dads Services (DADS) gives men hope and the navigation skills to overcome 
barriers to personal responsibility and family wholeness. A combination of real life experience and a 
tailored curriculum serve at DADS to assist men in “coming out of survival” so that they can address 
child support and parenting issues, employment and housing stability, and nurturing the special 
relationship between a father and his children. These interventions are part of a tool kit for stopping 
the cycle of father-absence and family poverty.

C08: OBTAINING SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: A FATHER’S PERSPECTIVE
• Presented by: Louis Mendoza, BA, Kindering, with Nelson Rascon, MS, DadsMOVE, Eddie Sanchez, 

BS, The Fathers Network, Tim Schutz, AA, Washington Dads 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Raising a child and getting them the services they need is a tough job. Getting those services for 
children that require special services and supports because of their unique health or behavioral 
needs is even tougher. We will be discussing what it’s like to travel this road from a father’s 
perspective. We’ll present a brief overview of the work or our organizations with the majority of the 
session spent hearing from a panel of fathers, each with a different perspective, talking about the 
challenges they faced on this journey.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION C | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION C | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
C09: “I DO IT!” EMBRACING CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS AND SOCIAL EMOTIONAL GROWTH IN 
TODDLERHOOD 
• Presented by: Shawna Harbin, M.Ed., College of Education, University of Washington 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Home Visitors, 

Interested Professionals, Students

Challenging behaviors are a part of life for very young children as well as the families and educators 
that care for them. Toddlers engage in challenging behavior for many different reasons and it’s up 
to us to utilize positive, effective, and respectful responses. In this presentation, we will review what 
the research tells us about social-emotional development for toddlers, why they may “act out” or 
withdraw, and how we can support children of all levels of ability during these times. We’ll consider how 
to take advantage of these opportunities for growth and address strategies for behaviors.

C10: BEYOND DIVERSITY: HOW VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS INFORM EQUITABLE PRACTICES IN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD SETTINGS
• Presented by: Lindsey Wilson, Ph.C, Lindsey Wilson Counseling, with Sayaka Omori, M.Ed, UW Seattle 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

This interactive presentation will address issues surrounding equity for marginalized communities of color, 
predominantly focusing on African American fathers and Asian immigrant families of young children 
with disabilities. During this 90-minute session, we will highlight specific issues of equity exploring ways 
to build more positive connections by understanding the power and impact of visual representations. 
Through this presentation educators can explore and reflect on their current practices to build a more 
culturally sensitive approach to working with diverse families of color.

C11: CREATING A CONNECTED CARING VILLAGE: INNOVATION BRINGS THE PIECES TOGETHER
• Presented by: Eric Flake, MD, Madigan Army Medical Center, with Daniel Tolson, MD, Madigan Army 

Medical Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Change is the constant for military families who are either located on bases or scattered throughout 
our neighborhoods. Innovation and cutting edge technology is required to provide the best possible 
service to these deserving families that serve us all. This presentation will highlight many of the ingenious 
practices that enhance communication and connection to build a village of hope for all families. 
The session will begin with a 10 min overview of military families and some of the common and unique 
adverse challenges they experience. The next 10 minutes will provide a brief introduction to some of 
the best practices that have been implemented for the largest concentration of children in the military 
the 0-5 years of age group. 30 minutes of breakout will include a round robin small group experience 
in three 10 minute intervals where participants will be moderated in discussion which include –1)
Integrating non-medical services into a Primary Care Medical Home, 2)Utilization of system navigation 
to improve psychosocial well-being, 3)streamlining autism diagnosis and intervention practices and 4) 
current technology to break down barriers. Participants will leave with practical lessons learned that 
can be taken back and applied to their workplace. After a short break a summary of highlights from 
the group discussion will occur and then conclude with the importance of outcome measures required 
for any innovative practice.
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C12: FAMILY RESOURCES COORDINATOR NETWORKING
• Presented by: Carol Hall, MA, ESD 112, with Debi Donelan, MSSA, Department of Early Learning 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Family Resources Coordinators
• Note: This is an Intermediate session. Completion of Introductory Family Resources Coordinator 

Training.

An opportunity for Family Resources Coordinators to meet and get new ideas and strategies for their 
work. The session will include table talks, Q & A, and resources.

C13: APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION: DEMYSTIFYING TREATMENT 
• Presented by: Dana Stevens , M.Ed, BCBA, LBA, Northwest Autism Center, with Dawn Sidell, 

Northwest Autism Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Healthcare 

Staff, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students

Virtually everyone is aware of the staggering increase in the diagnosis of autism over the past 
decade. CDC’s most recent report states the prevalence is 1 in 66 children, 1 in 42 boys. Many 
states, including Washington, have passed laws mandating that Medicaid and private insurers cover 
diagnosis and treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and related disabilities, which includes 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA). But what is ABA? How does it relate to early childhood services and 
intervention? Who provides the services? How does ABA work with other services and treatments? 
How do families access ABA? This presentation will provide background on laws and legislation, 
describe ABA and how to access treatment, coordination of care with other providers, as well as the 
qualifications of those who provide the service.

C14: STARTING STRONG: INFANT MENTAL HEALTH ENDORSEMENT 
• Presented by: Kristi Armstrong, MS, Washington Association for Infant Mental Health, with Bridget 

Lecheile, PhD, Washington Association for Infant Mental Health 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: All

This workshop provides an introduction to Washington’s Endorsement for Culturally Sensitive, 
Relationship-focused Practice Promoting Infant Mental Health® (IMH-E®), a credentialing system 
that recognizes the expertise of the many professionals working with infants, young children, and 
their families. This internationally-utilized set of professional standards and competencies guides 
acknowledges the learning and work experiences leading to competency in the multidisciplinary 
field of IMH.Endorsement® is valuable because it:· Demonstrates your professional specialization in 
the promotion/practice of IMH.· Supports your capacity to provide high-quality care for all children 
and families.

Connects you to a larger professional community and continued opportunities for specialized 
training. The workshop will provide a brief overview of infant mental health and what it means to be 
IMH-informed, and will help you understand process and requirements for gaining Endorsement®, 
including tools to help you assess your own preparation and expertise as an IMH professional.

>> THURSDAY | SESSION C | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
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>> THURSDAY | SESSION C | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm
C15: CDHL FAMILY NIGHTS: COMING TOGETHER BENEFITS US ALL – A PANEL PRESENTATION OF FAMILIES 
AND PROFESSIONALS 
• Presented by: Kristin Ching, MA, Center for Childhood Deafness & Hearing Loss, with Kerianne 

Christie, Center for Childhood Deafness and Hearing Loss 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Given current research, we know there are vast benefits to gain from family engagement activities. 
CDHL Family Nights is a family engaging event that provides opportunities to make connections 
between families, education program staff, and deaf and hard-of-hearing (D/HH) adults. Beyond 
supporting children who are D/HH, CDHL Family Nights is about building collaborative relationships 
that benefit everyone involved.
This panel presentation includes people who are involved with or have attended a CDHL Family Night 
in Sedro Woolley, Wenatchee, and Pasco. Although this panel is focused on supporting children who 
are D/HH, Family Nights can be organized to support any community. The panel discussion will be 
facilitated with guided questions and will also be open to questions from the audience. Come find 
out about our experiences and learn more about how to set up a Family Night event in your area!

C16: LITERACY INSTRUCTION FOR YOUNG CHILDREN WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL 
DISABILITIES
• Presented by: Erin Stewart, M.Ed, University of Washington, with Autumn Eyre, University of 

Washington 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Interested Professionals

This training will focus on evidence-based practices in literacy instruction for young children (PK-3) 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Participants will learn about strategies to build into 
instruction before, during, and after shared reading experiences to increase student comprehension 
and engagement. These practices include pre-teaching vocabulary before reading, adapting text 
to be more appropriate and accessible for students with disabilities, and using graphic organizers to 
support students’ comprehension. The presentation will also provide information on how to adapt 
the reading and language level of narrative and expository text for young children with disabilities. 
Throughout the presentation participants will get the opportunity to practice using the strategies and 
engage with the example materials.
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>> FRIDAY | SESSIONS AT A GLANCE
>> 8:30 am - 11:00 am |CONFERENCE SESSION D
D01 Rockets, Slime, Potions & Fun! - Effective Preschool and Elementary Science
D02 Coaching Families in Early Intervention
D03 Lesson Planning for Social Skills: Teaching Social Skills in an Intentional, Effective, and Engaging Way
D04 Inclusion Strategies for the Classroom: Supporting Children of All Abilities
D05 Home Visitor Safety
D06 Creating Meaningful Classroom Learning Centers
D07 “Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood” Activity Guide
D08 Humor and Literacy
D09 Meeting the Challenge: Designing Classroom Spaces to Support Children’s Behavior
D10 The Time Is Now! Build Self-resiliency through Holistic Stress Management & Self- Care Concepts
D11 Interactive Read Alouds: Making Magic Happen in the Classroom
D12 Play Nicely with Parents!
D13 Communication: It’s More Than Just Speech!
D14 Eco Healthy ChildCare
D15 CDHL Family Nights: Coming Together Benefits Us All – a panel presentation of families and professionals
D16 Difficult Conversations: When Families are Grieving

>> 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm |CONFERENCE SESSION E
E01 Reflective Practice as a Mentalizing Skill Set
E02 STEAM Education for All
E03 Self-Care and the Unselfish Educator: Real Tools for Preventing Burnout
E04 Sharing Books with Two Year Olds

E05 Considerations when Completing Comprehensive Assessments for Young Children who are Deaf/
Hard of Hearing

E06 Clackamas ESD’s Journey to Program-Wide Pyramid Model Implementation
E07 Transitions: A Shared Comittment
E08 Your Voice, Your Story: Conveying Your Unique Experience Through the Art of Writing
E09 De-escalation & Personal Safety/Non-Violent Responses to Potentially Dangerous Behaviors
E10 Toddler Circle Time
E11 The ABCs of Childhood Behaviors

E12 Early Literacy and Language Accessibility: Development of Theory of Mind and Self-Esteem in the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Child

E13 Meeting the Needs of Non-English-Speaking Families: Cultural Considerations and Using Interpreters
E14 Sharing Nature with Children
E15 Small Ways to Prevent Big Behaviors
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>> 3:15 pm - 4:30 am |CONFERENCE SESSION F
F01 Challenging Toddler Behaviors: A Facilitated Conversation
F02 Dramatic Play Spaces on a Budget
F03 Well-child Visits: Improving Access and Education
F04 Teaching Parents to Implement Early Intervention Services at Home
F05 Picture Pages - A Link to Language
F06 And Thereby Hangs A Tale: Arab Students’ Journey to Literacy Learning in the United States
F07 Using Data to Promote Language and Communication in Young Children
F08 Developing Conversational Narratives with Young Children who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing
F09 Kaleidoscope Play & Learn: Engaging Families and Communities in Children’s Early Learning
F10 Sign Language Fundamentals, Language & Literacy
F11 Knots and Knuckles: Fine Motor Development
F12 University Temple Children’s School: A Reflective Practice Case Study
F13 Our Senses and Learning
F14 Understanding the Reality and Barriers of Spanish-Speaking Immigrants Raising Children with I/DD

>> FRIDAY | SESSIONS AT A GLANCE

D01: ROCKETS, SLIME, POTIONS & FUN! - EFFECTIVE PRESCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCIENCE 
• Presented by: Tim Lowell, BA, Bainbridge Island Arts in Education Consortium 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 8
• Who Should Attend: All
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee. Materials Provided: 1. Make & take home a working rocket. 

2. Make and take home slime toy. 3. Handout with suggestions for a year of science projects.

Make science a regular part of your early childhood classroom. Learn to present engaging hands-on 
science projects that are non-toxic, cost-effective easy to obtain and easy for children to succeed 
and have fun with. In this exhilarating session you will use chemistry to create and launch a water 
bottle rocket, make slime, mix potions. You will take home enough ideas to develop a regular 
science program for your preschool and elementary aged students.

D02: COACHING FAMILIES IN EARLY INTERVENTION
• Presented by: Debi Donelan, MSSA, Department of Early Learning, with Hailey Higdon, Child Strive 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: All

The purpose of this session is to help you build capacity in the families you serve by learning and 
practicing foundational coaching skills. This session will serve as an introduction or refresher training on 
the characteristics of effective coaching in early intervention.

>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
D03: LESSON PLANNING FOR SOCIAL SKILLS: TEACHING SOCIAL SKILLS IN AN INTENTIONAL, EFFECTIVE, 
AND ENGAGING WAY
• Presented by: Courtney Butorac, MA, Seattle Public Schools and Social Learning Group 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Interested Professionals

This presentation will help educators with students kindergarten and up pinpoint their student’s social 
skills needs and offer a variety of highly engaging and effective lessons to teach the skill deficits. It 
also incorporates how to teach these skills, how to set up friendship groups and how to work with the 
whole staff to incorporate generalization across settings. It provides support for teaching students 
about skills ranging from flexibility to perspective taking to self regulation. This course is useful for 
special educators, general educators, counselors, and parents.

D04: INCLUSION STRATEGIES FOR THE CLASSROOM: SUPPORTING CHILDREN OF ALL ABILITIES
• Presented by: Laura Kneedler, M. Ed, Northwest Center Kids, with Stefanie Eilers, M.Ed., Northwest 

Center Kids 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Therapists, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, 

Adult Educators

This presentation will focus on providing practical strategies for including children with special needs, 
developmental delays, and/or challenging behaviors in child care (including center-based or 
family home child care) and preschool programs. Topics covered include: various modifications/
accommodations for supporting individual students, strategies for including children with specific 
special needs (such as autism spectrum disorders), ensuring every child feels like a full member of the 
classroom, recognizing functions of behavior, behavior supports, sensory processing supports, working 
with therapists, when to refer or seek additional assistance, and community and internet resources 
related to inclusion. There will be time for questions and discussion related to specific scenarios in your 
classroom or program.

D05: HOME VISITOR SAFETY
• Presented by: Pamela Williams, MS, Thrive Washington
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: Home Visitors, Interested Professionals
 
Whether you are conducting visits in an urban or rural setting - How do you stay safe? This will be 
an interactive forum where participants will learn strategies on how to be safe before and during a 
home visit. There will be discussion around physical appearance, possible hazards, the use of local 
law enforcements and setting boundaries.
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
D06: CREATING MEANINGFUL CLASSROOM LEARNING CENTERS
• Presented by: Whitney White, MA, PSESD; North Seattle College 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 8, Adults
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Interested Professionals, Trainers, Adult Educators
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee. Materials Provided: Handouts and hands-on center 

materials so participants can engage in hands-on application of the content.

Learning centers are the epicenter of high quality instruction in an early learning classroom. Learn 
how to create meaningful learning centers, embed purposeful materials, and ask intentional 
questions to scaffold learning within centers.

D07: “ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERIENCES FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD” ACTIVITY GUIDE
• Presented by: Julie Tubbs Luthy, Master of Education, Nature Adventures 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5, Age 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Interested 

Professionals
• Note: This session has a $25 materials fee. Materials Provided: The Environmental Experiences for 

Early childhood Guide and CD. 

You’ll receive and be trained on the amazing “Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood” activity 
guide, designed for ages 3-6. It includes over 130 experiences that engage children in outdoor play 
and exploration. Each of the main topics includes neighborhood walks, background, art, discovery 
table, math, woodworking, dramatic play, and more. Included is an accompanying music CD that 
encourages children to sing, dance, and move. In addition, you’ll learn fascinating things about Pacific 
NW plants and animals. Join us for a fun workshop and be ready to get your kids outside!

D08: HUMOR AND LITERACY
• Presented by: Susan Anderson-Newham, MS, Pierce County Library System 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

This workshop will include an overview on the research around humor - its development and its health 
benefits. Participants will engage in activities to use with young children that scaffold their developing 
humor. And participants will have an opportunity to read dozens of funny picture books that can be 
used with young children.

D09: MEETING THE CHALLENGE: DESIGNING CLASSROOM SPACES TO SUPPORT CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOR
• Presented by: Kathleen Artman Meeker, PhD, University of Washington, with Trina Chang, MS, 

University of Washington 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Interested Professionals, Students

It is often said that the environment is another teacher in the classroom. This session will focus 
on practical strategies educators can use to prevent challenging behavior and promote 
independence. Through video, interactive activities, and case studies, we will examine the features 
of an environment that help young children be successful. Participants will use free or low cost 
resources to reflect on environments and make changes to support child behavior.
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D10: THE TIME IS NOW! BUILD SELF-RESILIENCY THROUGH HOLISTIC STRESS MANAGEMENT & SELF- CARE 
CONCEPTS
• Presented by: Vicki Lunghofer, BSN, M.Ed.INC,NC-BC, self employed 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: All

Do you keep putting off until tomorrow your needs for self-care? Is your enthusiastic light for your work 
is dimming? Participants in this workshop will develop a personalized plan for stress management and 
self care, while utilizing positive psychology concepts, integrative health coaching principles and 
identifying personal character strengths. Understand the effects of stress on your body. This is your 
chance to renew, rejuvenate, build resiliency and reclaim your enthusiasm and balance in life .You 
will have the opportunity to experience various coping skills, relaxation techniques, self-assessments 
and self understanding. We will be doing some group coaching to accomplish these goals.

D11: INTERACTIVE READ ALOUDS: MAKING MAGIC HAPPEN IN THE CLASSROOM
• Presented by: Jackie Funk, MA, Issaquah School District, with Bhani Gandhoke, MEd., Issaquah 

school district, Kabre Richards 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists

This presentation will focus on how to increase student engagement, participation and concept 
retention during shared reading experiences by utilizing an interactive reading tool in the early 
childhood special education setting. Presenters will demonstrate how this interactive reading 
tool can support students in all facets of development including speech and language skills, 
concept development, social-emotional learning, and executive functioning. Time will be given for 
professionals and parents to work with the materials and interactive tool to see how it can benefit all 
children in early childhood settings. Materials will be available to take back to your classrooms so you 
can get started right away!

D12: PLAY NICELY WITH PARENTS! 
• Presented by: Lauren Leiker, M Ed, Edmonds Lutheran Church Learning Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Therapists, Healthcare Staff, Home Visitors, Family 

Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals

Most of us who work in early childhood chose this profession because we love working with children, 
and we are good at it! Working with adults, particularly parents of the children we teach, may not be 
quite as much fun, or come to us as easily. But, we all know that it is crucial to develop and maintain 
healthy communication between parents and teachers. This presentation will address some of the 
biggest hurdles to developing these relationships, affirm teachers in what they are already doing well, 
and offer some new strategies and resources for creating strong parent/teacher partnerships.

>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
D13: COMMUNICATION: IT’S MORE THAN JUST SPEECH! 
• Presented by: Chelsea Siler, MS, A Step Ahead in Pierce County, with Cathi Engel, MA, A Step Ahead in 

Pierce County 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Home Visitors, Interested Professionals, 

Students

Young children communicate their needs and wants in a variety of ways with the important people in their 
life. For children who are experiencing delays in their verbal language, it becomes even more imperative 
for adults to recognize and respond to other communication cues that a child uses. This is a crucial step 
in supporting children’s language development and in modeling for children that communication is a 
powerful social exchange.

This workshop, aimed at childcare providers who work with children under the age of 5, will focus on 
providing an overview of how language develops in young children. We will discuss the foundational skills 
that children master as they progress toward spoken language. Workshop participants will be able to 
identify other communicative cues in children who are late talkers, and leave with strategies that will help 
them better communicate with the young children in their care, regardless of where each child is in the 
development of their language.

D14: ECO HEALTHY CHILDCARE
• Presented by: Nancy Simcox, MS, UW DEOHS, with Aileen Gagney, MA, UW DEOHS 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

The child care setting-- the home away from home for millions of children--plays a vital role in keeping 
kids healthy. Common products found in child care environments may contain chemicals and heavy 
metals that can irritate children’s eyes,skin and throats. These contaminants are linked to asthma, learning 
disabilities, and even increase risk of cancer. The science-based and award winning Eco-Healthy ChildCare 
Program supports child care professionals in reducing children’s exposure to environmental health hazards 
while directing parents to child care facilities that are eco-healthy. This five hour program will provide 
attendees free or low cost steps to protect the children in their care from common environmental hazards.

D15: PICKY EATER VS. FEEDING DISORDER 
• Presented by: Sarina Murrell, MS, ChildStrive
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: All
 
Research shows that 25 percent of children suffer with some degree of a feeding disorder. In children who 
suffer from a developmental, neurological or genetic disorders, that number rises to 80 percent (Branan & 
Ramsey, 2010).Whether a child is a selective eater or the more common “picky-eater,” approaching their 
refusals from a possible “feeding difficulty” stance may better support their participation and progression. 
Fortunately, there are some clear differences between picky eaters and children with feeding disorders. 
Feeding disorders typically involve extreme selectivity and sensory-related aversions to food tastes and/
or textures, and possible difficulty with chewing and swallowing. In this session, participants will receive 
guidelines and research related to distinguishing picky eaters vs. feeding disorders in children. In addition, 
they will be provided with resources and references to better support the children, parents and service 
providers in a team-approach to improving feeding outcomes.
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D16: DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS: WHEN FAMILIES ARE GRIEVING
• Presented by: Lou Olson, MA, HopeSparks 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: All

Grief and loss are often an important component when working with families whose experience of 
becoming a parent has not been what was previously expected. Early in life, many families are faced with 
unanticipated challenges such as a new diagnosis, developmental delays, family changes, traumatic 
experiences and a general feeling of helplessness. This session will focus on how providing services to 
families and engaging in difficult conversations in the midst of grief may impact service delivery for both the 
family and service provider. We will explore skills such as validation, empathetic response, active listening, 
reflection and the experience of “holding space” for families while they are grieving. These and other 
important components of the provider-family relationship can have a great impact on developmental 
progress, a family’s overall wellbeing and the quality of parent-child relationships.

E01: REFLECTIVE PRACTICE AS A MENTALIZING SKILL SET 
• Presented by: Barbara Stroud, PhD, Self Employed 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups, Adults
• Who Should Attend: All

This session will look at mentalizing skills as they support the reflective process. The session content will 
examine the use of parallel process as managers and staff, use non-judgemental approaches to 
exploring diversity issues, in a manner that respects the needs of all parties in the room. This activity 
demonstrates a parallel for system engagement as well as person to person relational supports. 
We will outline the elements that create safety in a relationship, allowing for open communication 
and honest inquire regarding issues of diversity, discrimination, and inequity. Participants will be 
challenged to understand how their personal cultural identity can be both a strength and limitation.

E02: STEAM EDUCATION FOR ALL
• Presented by: Jessica Peters, MA, Lakeshore Learning 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Therapists, Interested Professionals

STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math is motivating and appropriate for all 
students. We will look at how to make STEAM accessible to all students while meeting the individual 
needs of each child.

E03: SELF-CARE AND THE UNSELFISH EDUCATOR: REAL TOOLS FOR PREVENTING BURNOUT
• Presented by: Aurora Tollestrup, BS, Successful Solutions Training in Child Development 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Adults
• Who Should Attend: All

We’ve all been there: the slightly frustrating behavior that drives you wild, the fourth or fifth cup of 
coffee, the staff meeting that fills you with rage, the parent comment that makes you cry. Early 

>> FRIDAY | SESSION E | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

>> FRIDAY | SESSION D | 8:30 am - 11:00 am
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION E | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
childhood professionals are at a high risk of burn out and usually don’t recognize the signs and 
symptoms until it is too late. In a field that often commands an educator to give their all and then just 
keep giving, it is important to focus on self-care and burnout prevention. This training session strives to 
put a personal definition on burnout and provide realistic tools for educators to use to address and 
prevent burnout and make self-care a professional priority.

E04: SHARING BOOKS WITH TWO YEAR OLDS
• Presented by: Karen Brehmer, MA, Holly Ridge Center, with Carissa Fletcher, MA, Holly Ridge 

Center, Marie Frey, MS, Holly Ridge Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: All

Books are a rich part of the curriculum for all children, and a vital intervention strategy for children of 
all abilities. What are good books to share? How do you encourage a child who won’t sit still to begin 
enjoying books? How is learning extended through sharing of books? What are some literacy goals 
appropriate for 0-3 year olds? How can a book support outcomes across development - adaptive, 
personal/social, communication, motor and cognitive areas? How do you share a book in a group 
setting, when children have so many different abilities and needs? These are questions we will tackle. 
Come learn, share and participate, and have fun with others who share a passion for kids and books-
what a wonderful combination!!!

E05: CONSIDERATIONS WHEN COMPLETING COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENTS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
WHO ARE DEAF/HARD OF HEARING
• Presented by: Maura Berndsen, MA, Listen and Talk, with Kimberly Hamren, M.Ed, Listen and Talk 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students

Comprehensive assessments of children routinely include standardized assessments to measure 
development and determine if there is a delay. For children who are deaf/hard of hearing, the 
definition for special education eligibility asks teams to define the impact on a child’s ability to learn. 
This presentation will review areas that teams should consider and tools that help measure the impact 
of hearing levels on the ability to learn and participate in an early childhood setting. The session will 
include strategies for sharing information that helps families understand the evaluation process and 
eligibility determination.

E06: CLACKAMAS ESD’S JOURNEY TO PROGRAM-WIDE PYRAMID MODEL IMPLEMENTATION
• Presented by: Mackenzie Weintraub, MA, Clackamas ESD 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Program Planning and Development
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, 

Interested Professionals, Trainers, Adult Educators

Clackamas ESD has been implementing the Pyramid Model framework to support children’s 
social/emotional development for several years. This presentation will give an overview of the 
implementation process including creating a leadership team, implementing in ECSE classrooms, 
expanding to home visiting and community consultant, and involving community partners 
throughout Clackamas County. Participants will learn about numerous Pyramid Model tools, methods 
for evaluating implementation, and resources to support all levels of implementation.
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E07: TRANSITIONS: A SHARED COMITTMENT
• Presented by: Laurie Thomas, M.Ed, Dept. of Early Learning, with Valerie Arnold, OSPI 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Program Planning and Development
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Administrators, Therapists, Home 

Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals

This presentation will focus on the regulatory requirements and responsibilities during the transition 
process for Part B and Part C as well as provide a review of the Interagency Agreement between the 
Department of Early Learning and The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

E08: YOUR VOICE, YOUR STORY: CONVEYING YOUR UNIQUE EXPERIENCE THROUGH THE ART OF WRITING
• Presented by: Connie Weber, Master of Fine Arts, Kindering 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Each of us has a story to tell. We all have our own particular perspective. When we share our 
common experiences, we build up one another, and we create a community around us. As the 
parent of a child with special needs or as a teacher or therapist who has worked with children 
with disabilities, you have a distinctive outlook. The work is often challenging and emotionally 
demanding. Writing down your experiences can provide a healthy and strengthening outlet for 
yourself, and though the story is your own, sharing it can furnish others who travel the same road 
with encouragement. This workshop will help spark your creativity to get you started writing. You’ll 
participate in writing activities, explore the possibilities of genre and literary form, and gain practical 
ideas on how to use the healing art of writing to enrich your own life and the lives of others.

E09: DE-ESCALATION & PERSONAL SAFETY/NON-VIOLENT RESPONSES TO POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
BEHAVIORS
• Presented by: Martin Reinsel, MA, Navos Mental Health Solutions 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Al

The presentation focuses on a person’s preparedness (mentally/emotionally, verbally, physically) 
while managing challenging behavioral situations, including those with a potential imminent risk of 
physical harm. The presentation offers specific approaches for non-violent responses to potentially 
dangerous behaviors. The focus is to educate and empower people to prevent and intervene 
effectively and confidently, while also addressing post-incident responses, including de-briefing.

E10: TODDLER CIRCLE TIME
• Presented by: Emily Hope, BA, YWCA 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Teachers
• Materials Provided: participants will walk away with flannel board pieces for at least 1 song.
• Note: This session has a $10 materials fee. 

Circle Time for 1 and 2 year olds...is it possible? Yes it is! This presentation will go over what a circle 
time for toddlers would look like and attendees will walk away with a plethora of new songs, ideas 
and flannel board stories to help toddlers engage and learn.

>> FRIDAY | SESSION E | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION E | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
E11: THE ABCS OF CHILDHOOD BEHAVIORS
• Presented by: Cathi Engel, MA, A Step Ahead in Pierce County, with Chelsea Siler, MS, A Step 

Ahead in Pierce County 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

What causes a child to misbehave? Is it for attention? Hyperactivity? Poor listening skills? Defiance? 
Having a bad day? Hungry? Not getting enough sleep? Lacking social skills? Why do children bite, 
hit, kick, climb furniture, rough house, throw toys, spit, chew on toys, eat non-edible objects, play 
alone, refuse to clean up, have tantrums, wander around without purposeful play, act bossy, cry 
frequently, act fearful, speak loudly, refuse to follow directions, and so on and so on?

This interactive session will address the most prevalent behavioral issues experienced by caregivers 
in the childcare setting, in the home and in the community. The participants will suggest specific 
behavioral challenges they are experiencing and we will discuss possible “triggers” of the problem 
behavior, ways to address these behaviors and offer preventative techniques to help those children 
who may be demonstrating chronic behavioral challenges. 

Participants will leave with a better understanding of the actions that may lead to negative 
behaviors, how they can quickly address those behaviors before they escalate and use new 
strategies to end them once and for all. Strategies such as using reward charts, basic sign language 
and/or pictures, sensory-related objects and visual schedules will also be addressed.

E12: EARLY LITERACY AND LANGUAGE ACCESSIBILITY: DEVELOPMENT OF THEORY OF MIND AND SELF-
ESTEEM IN THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING CHILD
• Presented by: Anna Dodd, M.Ed, Hearing, Speech and Deaf Center, with Dorothy Bridges, M.Ed, 

Hearing, Speech and Deaf Center, Karen Philo-House, M.Ed, Hearing, Speech and Deaf Center, 
Elizabeth Short 

• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Therapists, Home Visitors, Family 

Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students

Join the Hearing Speech and Deafness Center’s Parent Infant Program in an exploration of current 
research findings discussing early exposure to sign language and early literacy and how this supports 
development of Theory of Mind in the deaf and hard of hearing child. Investigate the relationships 
between literacy development, empathy, and the onset of Theory of Mind with self-esteem. We will 
query and identify the impacts language deprivation has on the social emotional health and self-
esteem of the deaf child. Engage in a small group reflection of how as parents, early intervention 
providers, and child care providers we can be more actively immersed in the development of 
theory of mind for all populations within early intervention. Reflections created during the small group 
exercise will be distributed to all attendees (names omitted) to help stimulate offsite conversations 
with colleagues and parents on Theory of Mind and identity development.
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E13: LIMITED ENGLISH FAMILIES - COLLABORATING EFFICIENTLY WITH INTERPRETERS
• Presented by: Sarina Murrell, MS, ChildStrive, with Cristina Paredes, TeachersWhoTech 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

The growing number of children and their families in the United States whose primary language is 
not English presents a challenge for professionals who want to share information with families in their 
native language. Unless the provider is bilingual, this is usually done through an interpreter. 

Power and knowledge go hand-in-hand with the ability to communicate. When language barriers 
exist, it is common for non-dominant English communicators to feel frustrated, powerless or alienated. 
For the provider, crossing language and cultural barriers has much to do with recognizing one’s own 
biases and attitudes toward language differences.

In this presentation, participants will receive information on how to expand their understanding and 
acceptance of cultural-linguistic differences, as well as some strategies to work more effectively 
through interpreters. Also included is a brief review of the diversity of languages and cultures 
represented by families living in the United States. Participants will receive resources and suggestions 
to assist them in working effectively with children and families who do not speak English or for whom 
English is a second language.

E14: SHARING NATURE WITH CHILDREN: NATURE TIDBITS AND ACTIVITIES
• Presented by: Julie Tubbs Luthy, Master of Education, Nature Adventures
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 3 through 5, Age 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Interested 

Professionals, Students

You’ll gather fascinating information about plants and animals; all things that you can observe with 
your budding naturalists. Along with the information are fun, easy activities to help make your new 
knowledge come alive. These activities require little to equipment. This session pairs well with the 
morning session “Environmental Experiences for Early Childhood”.

E15: SMALL WAYS TO PREVENT BIG BEHAVIORS
• Presented by: Courtney Butorac, MA, Seattle Public Schools and Social Learning Group 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Age 5 through 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Interested Professionals

This presentation will give an overview of a variety of ways to prevent challenging behaviors in the 
classroom. It includes reinforcement systems, language strategies, environmental strategies, sensory 
regulation strategies and visual supports. These strategies will be doable for general education 
teachers, special education teacher and many can be used by parents or caregivers in the home.

>> FRIDAY | SESSION E | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION F | 3:15 pm - 4:30 pm
F01: CHALLENGING TODDLER BEHAVIORS: A FACILITATED CONVERSATION
• Presented by: Renee Derby, M. Ed., Kindering, with Amy Baker, MS, Kindering, Teresa Fair-Field, 

OTD, Kindering 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Interactions
• Age Group Addressed: Birth to Age 3
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Home 

Visitors, Interested Professionals

Do you already know about antecedents and consequences when it comes to challenging 
behaviors? Do you think challenging behavior can be a form of communication? Do you still 
encounter it in your setting? An Occupational Therapist, a Speech Language Pathologist, and a 
Special Educator will be doing a quick review of these concepts, followed by facilitated small group 
discussions around your most pressing challenges. In addition to your challenges, please bring your 
expertise to this interactive session.

F02: DRAMATIC PLAY SPACES ON A BUDGET
• Presented by: Dina Alatorre, MA, Discovery Elementary, with Arianna Romo, BA, Issaquah School 

District 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, 

Therapists, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals

Research shows that young children learn through play. Multiple skills in all areas of development 
can be taught while having fun in a well-set-up dramatic play area. This presentation will offer early 
childhood teachers and childcare providers ways to create fun and functional play spaces by re-
purposing everyday classroom furniture and items.

F03: WELL-CHILD VISITS: IMPROVING ACCESS AND EDUCATION
• Presented by: Shanne Montague, MSW, Department of Health, with Michelle Martinez, MPH, 

Department of Health, Keith Zang, BS, Department of Health 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Health, Safety, and Nutrition
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Healthcare 

Staff, Home Visitors, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, 
Adult Educators

Washington’s children are well below the national average in completing well-child visits. This 
presentation will shed some light on unique barriers to completing these visits to Washington and 
strategies that can be used to support families in the health and wellness of their children.

F04: TEACHING PARENTS TO IMPLEMENT EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES AT HOME
• Presented by: Katherine Bateman, PhD, University of Washington, with Catherine Borges, MA, 

University of Washington Autism Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Program Planning and Development
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

This presentation will discuss the importance of parent coaching and strategies to increase 
effectiveness of implementation of skills taught to parents during parent coaching strategies.
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F05: PICTURE PAGES - A LINK TO LANGUAGE
• Presented by: Rebecca Schumer, M.Ed, Listen and Talk, with Jenny Ignacio, M.Ed, Listen and Talk, 

Brynne Powell, M.E.D., Listen and Talk 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Picture pages are a valuable tool to help your toddlers, preschoolers, and early elementary school 
students remember and recall what happened in their day or used to highlight special events. We’ve all 
heard the saying that a picture is worth a thousand words - come and learn how to give your students 
a way to find their words. Participants will learn how many pictures are developmentally appropriate for 
their students, as well as how teachers can coach parents to facilitate a strong conversation at home 
and how families can create their own picture pages to incorporate into their daily lives. Participants will 
also learn the “mechanics” of creating a picture page template that will make inputting pictures and 
text simple and easy. The presenters will discuss the positive feedback and constructive criticism that they 
have received from parents in the use of the picture pages in the classroom and the evolution of the 
picture pages Listen and Talk has used. Actual picture pages will be on display during the presentation!

F06: AND THEREBY HANGS A TALE: ARAB STUDENTS’ JOURNEY TO LITERACY LEARNING IN THE UNITED 
STATES
• Presented by: Najla Albaiz, MS, King Saud University, with Cora Causey, PhD, University of Alabama 

at Birmingham
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Curriculum and Learning Environment
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 8
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, Family 

Resources Coordinators
 
The session will present real stories regarding Arab speaking students in American schools as well as 
provide teachers with information and examples to enhance literacy learning for those which English 
is a Second Language (ESL) through family engagement partnerships.* Presentation overview The 
presentation provides research based information and a short overview of theories, such as Marie 
Clay (1993) in her emergent literacy theory and Bronfenbrenner (1990) ecological systems about 
the importance of socio-cultural in literacy learning. It also includes demographic information about 
Arabic students in the U.S., their culture, and their specific literacy learning. After discussing the value of 
school-family interaction in a child’s literacy learning, and including examples from one Arab family’s 
experiences, the presentation will discuss opportunities to build home-school partnerships for students 
in which English is a second language (Arab, Spanish, and non-Spanish). The presentation will give the 
participants some practical examples of books, apps, and other resources which can be used to foster 
family engagement and strengthen literacy learning in each of their unique classroom settings.

F07: USING DATA TO PROMOTE LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION IN YOUNG CHILDREN
• Presented by: Margaret Morales, EdS Educational Specialist, Montclair Child Development Center 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Program Planning and Development
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Administrators, Home 

Visitors, Interested Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

The presentation will discuss how we used data to track caregiver language and student language 
development over one school year. Data included classroom observations, lesson plans, classroom 
environment, and student anecdotal assessment. Data was continuously reviewed, and instructional 
decisions were continuously impacted.

>> FRIDAY | SESSION F | 3:15 pm - 4:30 pm
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>> FRIDAY | SESSION F | 3:15 pm - 4:30 pm
F08: DEVELOPING CONVERSATIONAL NARRATIVES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN WHO ARE DEAF/HARD OF 
HEARING
• Presented by: Maura Berndsen, MA, Listen and Talk, with Kimberly Hamren, M.Ed, Listen and Talk 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Teachers, Therapists, Home 

Visitors, Interested Professionals

This presentation will briefly review the importance of conversational narratives and the challenges young 
children who are deaf/hard of hearing face as they develop the ability to tell stories. Reflecting on theory 
and research, the presenter will share practical strategies support families and young children as they 
develop the ability to share stories with each other. Methods for tracking progress will also be shared.

F09: KALEIDOSCOPE PLAY & LEARN: ENGAGING FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES IN CHILDREN’S EARLY 
LEARNING
• Presented by: Jennifer Duval, BA, Child Care Resources 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All

Most children birth to five are not enrolled in formal early learning programs. Learn how the Kaleidoscope 
Play & Learn model engages parents and Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) caregivers to support 
children’s school-readiness in diverse communities across the state.
Most early learning initiatives have focused on children in formal early learning programs. Kaleidoscope is 
one of the few evidence-informed programs designed to engage parents and FFN caregivers to support 
the healthy development and school-readiness of children in their care. The model’s combination of 
essential activities, quality assurance and flexibility has resulted in successful implementations across 
Washington and in other parts of the US. The workshop will include an overview of Kaleidoscope, its 
positive outcomes for families and its role in ensuring all children are ready for school.

F10: SIGN LANGUAGE FUNDAMENTALS, LANGUAGE & LITERACY
• Presented by: Joy Kramer, MA, A Touch of CLASS 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: All
• Note: This session has a $25 materials fee. Materials Provided: Time to Sign with Children Learning 

Guide, DVD and hand-outs

This Workshop provides American Sign Language (ASL) training for professionals to be used in the 
infant/toddler environment. Workshop teaches ASL words tailored for the infant/toddler environment 
through the use of age-appropriate songs, games, stories and activities.

F11: KNOTS AND KNUCKLES: FINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT
• Presented by: Sola Zaccheus, Ed.S, self 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Child Growth, Development and Learning
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Parents, Foster Parents, Relative Care Givers, Administrators, Interested 

Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators
• Note: This session has a $25 materials fee. 
• Materials Provided: Knots and Knuckles fine motor kit including 9 toys supporting fine motor 

development with an implementation handout.
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Knots and Knuckles is a play based workshop for adults that aims to provide awareness of the 
development of fine motor skills. The session will provide opportunities to experience why children 
have challenges with writing if their fine motor skills have not been properly developed. Each 
participant will be provided with a Fine Motor kit to engage with throughout the workshop. There will 
be opportunities to participate in hand strengthening activities and childhood group games that can 
easily be infused into the early childhood setting. This information will inform participants about the 
need to ensure that children have the proper exposure to fine motor activities that will later support 
not only writing but independent self-help skills. These experiences will show that by strengthening

F12: UNIVERSITY TEMPLE CHILDREN’S SCHOOL: A REFLECTIVE PRACTICE CASE STUDY
• Presented by: Debbie Peterson, BS, Because it Takes a Village 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Professional Development and Leadership
• Age Group Addressed: Birth through Age 5
• Who Should Attend: Teachers, Administrators, Therapists, Family Resources Coordinators, Interested 

Professionals, Students, Trainers, Adult Educators

Join University Temple Children’s School (UTC) as they share their journey of applying reflective 
practice and relationship building to their work in early learning. The panel presentation will consist of 
UTC Early Learning Professionals. Group discussions will be led by UTC’s Consultant Debbie Peterson of 
Because it Takes a Village: Child Learning Collaborative

F13: Our Senses and Learning
• Presented by: April Pack, MA, Richland School District 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Ongoing Measurement of Child Progress
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Children use many of their senses all at the same time as they explore and move through their 
environment. But what if just one of those senses is not working correctly? How do we know if a child 
is having trouble or even begin to figure out a way to help them? Is there a way to empower parents 
to help and advocate for their child once challenges are identified? 
This workshop will cover ways to look closer at a child’s abilities through the lens of each of our 5 
senses and more. Through solid what-to-do’s, stories and real life examples- you will come away with 
ways to identify and help children be better prepared to learn in you classroom, daycare, and in life. 
Parents and anyone who works with young children will leave with tips that can be used right away 
or added to their bag of tricks.

F14: UNDERSTANDING THE REALITY AND BARRIERS OF SPANISH-SPEAKING IMMIGRANTS RAISING 
CHILDREN WITH I/DD
• Presented by: Patricia Gonzalez, The Arc of King County 
• WA State Early Learning Core Competency: Families and Community Partnerships
• Age Group Addressed: All age groups
• Who Should Attend: All

Through a dynamic and honest panel discussion, attendees will learn about the variety and range of 
the stories of Spanish speaking families raising children with I/DD. Participants will also learn how best 
to support those families in culturally relevant and sensitive ways.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Clock Hours 
Clock Hours may be earned 
at all conference sessions. 
Questions can be answered on 
site. In order to receive credit 
you must sign in at each session 
STARS 
STARS credit may be earned at 
the rate of one STARS credit for 
each hour in session.  In order 
to receive credit, you must 
provide your STARS ID and sign 
the session attendance forms 
in each session. Questions can 
be answered on site. 
CDA Candidates 
If you desire CDA credit, you 
should contact your advisor 
to determine how to receive 
credit for your workshops.  
CEU Credits 
If you desire CEU credit for 
conference participation, you 
should contact your advisor 
to determine how to receive 
credit for your workshops. 
Each presenter submits written 
session objectives.  To obtain 
a copy of the objectives, visit 
www.ieccwa.org - click on 
the“Conference Program” tab. 
The session objectives are listed 
immediately following each 
individual session. 
Family Resources Coordinators 
(FRC) 
The Infant and Early Childhood 
Conference is approved FRC 
training. Year 2 (and beyond) 
FRC’s are invited to take any 
preconference, plus other 
conference sessions as part of 
their approved training 
 

PAYMENT METHODS 
1. Check - Mail payment with 
registration form. Checks 
returned for insufficient funds 
will be assessed a $35 fee.
2. Purchase Order - Send the 
purchase order form along with 
each registration form that is 
authorized. Full payment is due 
by 6/15/18.
3. Credit Card - MasterCard, 
Visa, or American Express cards 
accepted. To use a credit 
card for payments, you must 
complete your registration 
online.  
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
Cancellations are eligible for a 
refund, minus a handling fee of 
$50, until April 1. The handling 
fee is applied regardless of 
payment method, including 
purchase orders. Cancellation 
requests sent after April 
1st are non-refundable. If 
you are unable to attend 
the conference, you may 
substitutive another individual 
in your place. 
All refunds will be sent following 
the conference. In the event 
of cancellation or over-
subscription of the conference, 
IECC’s liability is limited to the 
return of the registration fee. 
No-shows will be charged. 
If you are unable to attend, 
you may substitute another 
individual in your place. 
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
To make reservations at our 
special convention rate call the 
Hotel Murano toll-free 1-866-
986-8083.
Note:  Our room block will sell 
out.  To ensure best pricing, 
please call early. When 
booking your room, you must 

REGISTRATION 
Registrations will be processed 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis until capacity is reached. 
Register early for best selection. 
The early bird deadline is 
March 31.  If a class is full, 
email the registration office if 
you would like to be placed on 
the wait list.
Registrations must be 
accompanied by full payment 
(check, P.O., credit card or 
qualify as a special category as 
shown on the form). Forms with 
missing payment or unclear 
information can affect your 
enrollment in your preferred 
sessions. The conference 
cannot be responsible for 
delays in processing. Written 
acknowledgement will be sent 
by email and/or U.S. mail no 
later than two weeks before 
the conference.  
 
REGISTRATION CATEGORIES 
1. Group Registration Discount- 
There is a discount for groups 
of six or more from the same 
organization.  In order to 
qualify, each registrant in 
the group must complete 
an individual form (or online 
registration).  The individual’s 
Organization or School name 
as well as the group’s contact 
name and number must be 
identical.  Only valid through 
3/31. 
2. Scholarships - Limited 
scholarships are available for 
families and students. Family 
Scholarship applications are 
available online. Students are 
required to register online. 
Additionally, we request that 
our scholarship recipients 
check the “volunteer as a 
workshop session assistant” box.      

>> ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION
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request the special “Infant and 
Early Childhood Conference” 
group rate.   
 
EVENT LOCATION AND DRIVING 
DIRECTIONS 
The Tacoma Convention 
Center is conveniently located 
in downtown Tacoma at:  
1500 Broadway  
Tacoma, WA  98402 
253-830-6601
For complete driving directions visit: 
www.tacomaconventioncenter.com 
 
SPECIAL REQUESTS 
Please complete the 
registration form “Special 
Requests” section. Requests 
must be approved on or 
before April 1. All facilities are 
wheelchair accessible. Dietary 
requests are honored within the 
capacity of the conference 
center, only with written 
prearrangements. 
 
CONFERENCE COMFORTS 
You should plan to bring 
refillable water bottles, wear 
comfortable shoes, and  dress 
in multiple layers. 
 
LUNCH AT THE CONFERENCE 
Lunch is included in the cost of 
your registration fees.  Please list 
special dietary requests when 
submitting your registration 
form.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
With appreciation to our 
sponsors, several scholarship 
opportunities are presently 
available. Read carefully to learn 
how to apply.
Family Scholarships
Parents and family members 
are encouraged to attend this 
conference. There is a limited 

amount of funding available 
to assist parents of young 
children with special needs 
with the registration fee and 
lodging.  To apply for a Family 
Scholarship, participants must 
go online to www.ieccwa.
org or email Debbie Jackson 
at djackson@birthtothree.
org. To be considered for a 
scholarship please go online 
and complete the Application 
and the Registration Form. 
Do NOT send payment. The 
deadline to apply is March 31.  
Award letters will be emailed at 
least two weeks later.

Student Volunteer Scholarships
University or college students 
working towards a degree 
working with young children 
or their families are eligible 
to attend the conference in 
exchange for volunteering. 
Students will be asked to pay 
$20.00 for lunch or provide their 
own. To apply for a Student 
Scholarship, you must be will-
ing to assist in the sessions you 
register to attend, volunteer up 
to 2 hours of additional tasks 
and obtain an email from your 
instructor or advisor. Meals, 
transportation and hotel are 
not included. Students who 
desire an official certificate of 
attendance for their portfolios 
will be sent one after the con-
ference.
Students must register online

CHILDREN AT THE CONFERENCE
Infants are welcome; however, 
if your infant begins to cry 
during a session please be 
considerate to others and 
leave to soothe your baby.  
There are several nursing 
mother’s areas at the Center.  
Please ask at the information 

desk for assistance.  While we 
all care for and about children, 
this event is for adults.  Please 
do not bring young children to 
conference sessions. 
 
OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE OF 
ATTENDANCE 
An “Official Certificate” is 
available and will include a 
printed record of the sessions 
you attended. Certificates 
can be ordered before 
the Conference using your 
registration form. To order 
on site, visit the registration 
counter. Official certificates 
cannot be ordered after the 
day of the conference. You will 
receive your Official Certificate 
of Attendance within 45 days 
following the conference. In 
order to verify attendance, 
you must sign the attendance 
record in each session. There 
is a $13.00 fee for the official 
certificate.

RECORD OF PARTICIPATION
You will receive a record of 
participation to track your 
sessions you attended onsite 
and keep for your personal 
record. It will be in your 
conference materials. 
 
VOLUNTEERS
The IECC Conference provides 
opportunities for many valu-
able volunteer experiences; 
assisting in registration, and 
networking experiences with 
colleagues, speakers, and fu-
ture employers. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT VOLUNTEERING 
AT THE CONFERENCE?
Go online to www.ieccwa.org 
and select “Volunteers” or send 
an email to AmandaCardwell@
frontier.com.
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Please print clearly in black ink or type. Fill out one form per person. Do not send hard 
copy if you fax this form. Visit www.ieccwa.org for easy online registration.
Please print clearly.

Primary Role (please check one)

❏ Teacher/Para-educator
❏ Teachers-Educator in Higher Ed. 
❏ Adult Educator
❏ Administrator
❏ Parent (Foster, Relative Care Giver)
❏ Home Visitor
❏ FRC
❏ PT
❏ OT
❏ SLP
❏ Nurse/Public Health Worker (Healthcare Staff)
❏ Student
❏ Other:____________________

If you mail this form:

IECC Registration   Phone: 800-280-6218 
1277 University of Oregon  Fax: 541-346-3545 
Eugene, OR 97403-1277 

Email: ieccreg@ce.uoregon.edu 
ECDAW Federal ID 91-1136052       

Checks payable to: Infant and Early Childhood Conference.    

SPECIAL REGISTRATION CATEGORIES - check if applicable

❏ Family Scholarship Applicant: Must complete online or 
email djackson@birthtothree.org

❏ Conference Planning Committee: (Complimentary)
❏ Sponsor: (Complimentary)

SELECT THE APPROPRIATE
FEES AND TOTAL

on/
before
3/31

after
3/31

Attend ANY one day
Group Discount

❏ $185
❏ $175

❏ $195
❏ $195

Attend ANY two days  
Group Discount

❏ $285
❏ $260

❏ $295
❏ $295

Attend ANY Three Days     
Group Discount

❏ $335
❏ $310

❏ $345
❏ $345

Materials Fees: 

Session: A14, D07, F10, F11

Session: Pre10, A07, B05, D01, D06, 
E10, 

❏ $25 per session

❏ $10 per session

Official Certificate of Participation ❏ $13
Would you like to make a donation to 
support scholarships for families?

❏ $10 ❏ $50 ❏ $100
❏ Other_________

TOTAL ALL FEES 
(Conference fees are not a charitable dona-
tion)

$__________

  ❏ Check Number: ___________  

  ❏ Credit Card: Registrations with credit card payments 

accepted online only - ieccwa.org

  ❏ PO Number: _____________ please attach PO - Note: 
PO’s must be processed and paid by 6/15/18.

PAYMENT METHOD

SESSION SELECTIONS PROCESS - Choose a first and second 
choice. Write the number of your selection for your choices. 

List a first and  second choice 1st 2nd

Wednesday Preconference: Select one session

❏ I will not be attending lunch Wednesday

Thursday Conference

Select an TFD session

Select an A session

Select a B session 

Select a C session 

❏ I will not be attending lunch Thursday

Friday Conference

Select a D session

Select an E session

Select an F session

❏ I will not be attending lunch Friday

❏ I would like a Vegetarian lunch 

❏ I would like a Gluten Free lunch 

❏ I would like both Vegetarian and Gluten Free lunch 

❏ I have no dietary restrictions

If you are a student and wish to receive a scholarship - you 
MUST register online. www.ieccwa.org

Special Accommodations or ADA requests explain here requests 
must be made and approved before 4/1:

*For interpreter requests please email amandacardwell@fron-
tier.com

First and Last Name (for name badge): ______________________________________

Employer or Affiliation (if applicable): ______________________________________

Mailing Address:  ___________________________________Home ❏         Work ❏

City: __________________________________ State: _______ Zip: _________

Daytime Phone:     ❏ Home      ❏ Work(       )    

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Group Contact (if applicable): Name ___________________________________

Phone: (       ) ___________________________________

County: _______________________________________

Continuing Education
❏       Clock Hours
❏       STARS Credit (must include STARS#) __________________

IECC 2018 REGISTRATION FORM

Please note meals are surved buffett style. The convention 
center can accommodate Vegetarian and Gluten Free diets. 
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The Infant and Early Childhood Conference gratefully acknowledges the generous support 
of the following sponsors:
Lead Sponsors:
• Department of Early Learning (DEL) 

 » Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT)
 » Quality Practice and Professional 

Growth 
• Early Childhood Development 

Association of Washington (ECDAW) 
• Office of the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction (OSPI)
• King County Developmental Disabilities 

Division

Friends of Early Childhood: 
• Division for Early Childhood (DEC)
• Puget Sound ESD
• Washington Association for the Education 

of Young Children (WAEYC)

Major Sponsors: 
• Department of Health (DOH)

 » Children with Special Health Care Needs 
(CSHCN)

 » Office of Healthy Communities
• Department of Social and Health Services - 

Children’s Administration
• Haring Center, University of Washington
• Washington Sensory Disabilities Services
• Pierce County Developmental Disabilities 

Program

Special Thanks: 
• Birth to Three Developmental Center
• Boyer Children’s Clinic


