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EDMONDS SCHOOL D ISTRICT

o Serving Brier, Edmonds, 

Lynnwood, Mountlake 

Terrace, and Woodway

o 20,500 of students 

o 37 schools

o 32% of students receive free or 

reduced meals

o 85 native languages spoken
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PRESCHOOLERS IN EDMONDS

SCHOOL D ISTRICT

o 95 infants and toddlers 

through contracts with 

Birth -to-3 centers

o 250  3 to 5-year-olds

o Most in developmental 

preschool classrooms at 

Alderwood Early 

Childhood Center

o Community preschool  

sites ðParks & Recreation 

preschools, SPIN ð

Serving Preschoolers in 

Neighborhoods, Co-ops, 

Head Start 



WHAT IS H EAD START /

EARLY H EAD START ?

o Federally funded child 
development/early -learning program 

o Designed to serve children and families
o Started it in 1965 by congressional 

mandate.
o Only remaining program from War on 

Poverty with direct federal to community 
funding.

o In 1983, Edmonds Community College 
became the grantee for Snohomish 
County Head Start

o and in 2002 for Early Head Start.



H EAD START PHILOSOPHY

o Parents are the most 
important advocates and 
decision makers in lives of 
their children

o Mutually respectful working 
relationship between 
parents and staff

o Lots of opportunities for 
parents to get involved 

o Key role in program 
planning, evaluation and 
development

o Through Center Leadership 
Committees and Leadership 
council, parents help with 
governance.



H EAD START SERVICES

o Education Services 

ÅHealth and 
developmental screens

ÅEducational learning 
plan:  Conferences, 
Advocacy, Kindergarten 
transitions

o Parent Services:  Weekly 
home visits

o Health Services

o Mental Health Services

o Nutrition Services



SNOHOMISH COUNTY H EAD START /EARLY

H EAD START CURRICULA

o The Creative Curriculum

o The Second Step Curriculum

o Others



PROGRAM SCREENING AND

ASSESSMENT TOOLS

o DIAL3 Speed DIAL and DIAL3

o Ages and Stages Questionnaire -

Social Emotional (ASQ -SE) Parent 

Questionnaire



EDMONDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE ð

SNOHOMISH COUNTY H EAD START

(IN EDMONDS SCHOOL D ISTRICT )

o 9 classrooms

o 4 AM, 4 PM and 1 AM with day care 

in afternoon

o 20 students per classroom

o 4 sites:  elementary school, early 

childhood center, College site, 

housing site

o Bilingual staff



OUR COLLABORATION

o For 20+ years, have provided special 
services for some children with ESD 
special educator and speech therapist 
traveling to Head Start sites

o Concerns referred to on -site team for 
review and possible evaluation

o Five years ago team convened to 
consider and develop multi -tiered 
instruction and intervention

o 2004 ð2005 pilot year for MTI



COLLABORATION PHILOSOPHY

o Opportunity for consultation and 
developmental screenings

o Opportunity for smoother transition 
into kindergarten

o Signed parental consent every 3 
months

o Multi -disciplinary team
o Observation ongoing and all day 

staffing meeting every 4 to 6 weeks
o Multi ðtiered instruction and 

intervention



DESCRIPTION OF T IERS

o Tier 1 ð

Consultation

o Tier 2 ðTargeted 

Interventions 

o Tier 3 ðReferral 

for Evaluation


